CASE 


Richard Taylor, Eq; a Member of the Honourable, the Houſe 
of Commons, and John Clerkſon, Eq; the two ſurviving 
Truſtees of Hannah Knight, an Infant, Daughter of John 
Knight, Eq; /ately Deceaſed, by Mary hi Wife. 


21th, and 224h. of 


Y Indentures of Leaſe and Releaſe, Sir Ra!/ph Knight late of Largo in the County of ork, Knight, in 
May, 1683. 


Conſideration of a Marriage then intended to be had between Fohn Knight, his Eldeſt Son, and Mary the 

Daughter of Robert Clerkſon, Elq; did convey the Mannor of Letwell in the County of Tork, with divers 

Lands, and Hereditaments in the County of Nottingham, to the ſaid Fobn Clerkſon, Richard Taylor, Robert 

Nott, and Nicholas Fownes (which ſaid Fownes and Nott are fince dead) for the Term of 500 Years to com- 
:nence from the ſeveral Deaths of the ſaid Sir Ra[ph Xnight, and Fohu Knight, in truſt for the raiſing of Portions for 
Younger Children of the ſaid intended Marriage, vzz.) if there was but one Daughter (and no iſſue Male) then to raiſe 
5000. Portion for ſuch Daughter, payable at her Age of One and Twenty, or day of Marriage, which ſhould firſt hap- 
pen, and ſuch Maintenance, as the Truſtees, or the Survivor of them ſhould think fit, not exceeding 60 /. per Any, 

The Marriage ſoon after took Effect. 

21th. of December, The ſaid Fohn Knight, and Mary his Wife had Iflue a Daughter (being the above-named Hannah the Infant) who 

1686, was Baptized on the firſt Day of January following. 

6th. of May, x693 The ſaid John Knight died, leaving Iſſue only the faid Daughter, and after his Death, the ſaid Truſtees (Fohn Clerk- 

* ſon and Richard Taylor) agreed with the Councel of Mary the Mother ( the Infant being then bur a little above 
ſix Years old) to allow 4o /. per Anzum for her Maintenance, which Maintenance was by them paid to the Mother 
2d. of Fan. 1695. for two Years, and before the third Year was up, viz. 24. of January, 1695, the faid Mary the Mother of the Infant 
—— with James Watkinſon, a mean Fellow, (who was her own Coachman, and had been her late Husband's 
Groom. 

Trinity Term,1696, The ſaid Truſtees being very much concerned' for the Infant (as being not only Truſtees, but related to the Child, 

having married two of the Siſters of the Infant's Father) did preferr their Bill in Chancery againſt the ſaid Watkinſor 

and his Wife, thereby ſetting forth the ſaid Truſt and the Marriage of the Mother, to the intent to have the Intant 
preſerved from being made a Prey of by her Father-in-Law, and that ſhe might not be married to her diſadvantage. 

Watkinſon and his Wife put in their Anſwer to the ſaid Bill, (which wasperuſed and ſigned by Thomas Gooding, Ser- 
jeant at Law) whereupon the ſaid Serjeant Gooding —_ that there was ſucha Portion ſettled on the Infant (though 
otherways a ſtranger to the Family) he treated with Watkinſon and his Wife to marry the ſaid Infant to Thomas Good- 
ing his younger Son, who was then above three and Twenty Years old, and the Infant under Ten (as by the An- 
ſwer of Watkinſon and his Wife, and peruſed by the Serjeant, appears)-and accordingly in the long Vacation, and 
before the Court of Chancery could make any order concerning the Child. 

29th. of September, Thomas Gooding the Younger (in order to get the Licence at Doctors Commons) maketh Oath, that the ſaid Flan- 

1696. nah Knight the Infant, was about 12 Years old, and thereupon the: ſaid Infant was ſoon after taken into the 

| Houſe of the ſaid Serjeant Gooding, and he now pretends that ſhe is married to his ſaid Son. 

Elary Term laſt. The ſaid Truſtees did petition the Lord Keeper om ain, faid [ofant,. complaining of the Proceedings of the 
faid Watkinſon and his Wife, and the ſaid Serjeant Gooding (pending he ſaid Bill; in; Chanctry) and prayed that the 
faid Infant might be brought into Court, and committedito ſome indifferent Hand, untill ſhe ſhould attain her Age of 

12th. of February, Conſent ; whereupon the Lord Keeper ordered, that Warkiyſpn, and his Wite, and Sexjeany, Gooding ſhould attend 

1696. him with the Infant on the next Day of Petitions, | NH 72 | Te Oi 


$4.of 4uguſi,1696. 


12+h,of Mar. 1696, The faid Parties attended with the faid Infant, and affer the Petition -and two Aﬀigavits on the Petitioners part 
, were read, Serjeant Gooding refuſed to conſent to deliver up the Cit gt that; ziffie, bug.gbfared further time, in order 
to take Copies of the Petitioner's Afﬀidavits, and to make his defence by Affidavits alſo ; and thereupon the Lord 


Keeper ordered that the Child ſhould be broughtiagain, and all Parties to attend him on the 18th of March then 
next enſuing, and that all Affidavits on either fide ſhould be filed two days betore. 

13h, of Mar.1696. The Petitioners with their Councel attended at the Lord Keeper's Houſe accordingly, but after ſome time 
: Mrs. Watkinſon with ſome of Serjeant Gooding's Daughters and Family, came with the Infant to my Lord Keeper's 
Houſe, but before the Infant was brought into Cpurt, ſhe was taken away from the Company of her Mother and 
the Serjeant's Daughters and others of his Family that came with her, by a Woman who ſtood there ready, whoſe 
name, upon Inquiry, is Paſſmore, the Wife of one Paſſmore a Cook, who lodgeth in the Strand (which Paſſ 
more was for four Years a Servant in Serjeant Gooding's Houſe) and is employed to make Mantoes tor ſeveral of 
the Serjcant's Family, and had been but two days before at the Serjeant's Houſe. 

My Lord Keeper ſent his Meſſenger to ſearch after this Woman (Mrs. Paſſmore) at her Lodgings, but ſhe could 
not be found, nor the Child ; and then the Lord Keeper did Examine moſt of the Serjeant's Family, but both he as 
well as they, and alſo Watkinſon and his Wife, and Thomas Gooding the Younger, do all pretend that they do not 
know where the Child is, nor will they produce her. 

It is ſuppoſed, that it is the Deſign of the Serjeant and his Son, and the other Confederates, either to keep the 
Child till ſhe comes to the Years of Conſent, and then to compell her to agree to the Marriage; or otherwiſe, that 
if. the Child die before ſhe attain her Age of Twelve, that 7 homas Gooding the Son will then be Intitled to take out 
Adminiſtration to the Infant, (under the Colour of this Mock-marriage) and thereby recover the 5000/1. 
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